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Background on the event 

Public and private sector leaders gathered at the ECOSOC 2025 Partnership Forum side event, 
"Public-Private Inclusive and Sustainable Knowledge Partnerships," to explore how SDG knowledge can 
be transformed into a global public good. The event showcased six innovative projects that support 
sustainable, inclusive, and equitable access to knowledge through collaboration between governments, 
businesses, and academia. 

Key Issues discussed 

● Open and equitable access to knowledge is key: Open licensed educational content on the 
SDGs is a powerful tool to train educators, shape policies and ensure equitable access to 
knowledge, but it requires sustainable open educational resources models that takes into 
consideration technology advancements, and strengthening international cooperation. 

● Promoting more inclusive and equitable global value chains: National industrial policies are 
still fragmented and there is a major gap in building capacities for a greener and more inclusive 
transition for businesses. There must be a space where governments, business, and communities 
can find more cohesive and inclusive learning on the skills needed for the future, and cooperate 
towards a cohesive industrial policy. 

https://www.ucd.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/0fd3e-sdg-champions-2024-2025/#:~:text=The%20SDG%20Champions%20Programme%20was,2030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development.
http://unsdsn.org/about
https://www.unesco.org/en
https://www.unesco.org/en
https://www.unesco.org/en
https://unitar.org/
https://www.unido.org/
https://www.unmgcy.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/buildskills-academy


● Private sector's role in achieving the SDGs: Successful partnerships for the SDGs also include 
the private sector, especially the insurance sector, which directly impacts many goals and targets 
by providing a financial safety net and supporting growth and innovation.  

● Upskilling workers: Achieving the green and digital transition requires the workforce is 
prepared and upskilled. However, many sectors are still falling behind, such as the construction 
sector, and vocational educational centers are not updating their curriculum fast enough.  

● Higher education for inclusive and sustainable knowledge: There must be options for students 
and workers to upskill and embed sustainability into their careers through more flexible and 
inclusive learning pathways. 

● Transforming attitudes about environmentalism: Many citizens still do not understand what it 
means to go green. Education and community engagement hold a great importance in teaching 
how to include sustainable practices in day to day actions  

Key recommendations for action 

● Support the Dubai Declaration on Open Educational Resources (OER): The Declaration 
aims to help the implementation of the 2019 UNESCO OER Recommendation – UN’s only 
instrument dedicated to openly licensed educational content - in light of the digital technologies 
advancements that are reshaping how content is created and shared. This declaration sets up five 
key areas to implement and promote openly licensed educational content on the SDGs that are 
truly open, high-quality, and equitable for learners everywhere.  

● Join and support the Capabilities 4 the Future Hub: This initiative seeks to bridge skill gaps 
and ensure global value chains are more inclusive by bringing together different stakeholders to 
align strategies, share expertise and coordinate efforts to ensure small businesses and less 
resourced economies are not left behind. 

● Learn how the insurance sector is impacting and driving the SDGs: In an innovative 
approach, the soon-to-be-launched MOOC on Insurance and the SDGs, aims to showcase the 
impact of insurance in achieving the SDGs through case studies and real-world examples. 

● Support the update of VET programs and curriculum: VET centers need to adapt their 
programs to the skills needed for the green and digital transition. One key project that is 
addressing this issue through a multi stakeholder approach is the BuildSkills Academy. 

● Support flexible and inclusive learning: Expand access to online education programs that 
enable professionals to integrate sustainability into their careers. The SDG Academy currently 
partners with Sunway University in Malaysia, and University College Dublin in Ireland, to 
deliver online master’s programs focused on sustainable development. 

● Encourage individuals to take action: Campaigns like the Green Pledge by the Green Institute 
aims to encourage people and organizations to adopt simple, impactful eco-friendly habits, which 
can deliver a big impact in the environment.  

By fostering these partnerships and initiatives, the event underscored the importance of collective action 
in advancing sustainable development goals worldwide. 
 
Webpage to find more information 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000392271.locale=en
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/sustainable-development-open-education-resource-oer-platform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUpreqxemxQ
https://www.edx.org/learn/economics-finance/sdg-academy-an-introduction-to-insurance-and-the-sustainable-development-goals?webview=false&campaign=Insurance+and+the+Sustainable+Development+Goals&source=edx&product_category=course&placement_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Fschool%2Fsdgacademyx
https://buildskillsacademy.com/about/
https://sdgacademy.org/online-masters-in-sustainable-development/
https://greeninstitute.ng/pledge
https://greeninstitute.ng/
https://sdgacademy.org/2025-un-ecosoc-partnership-forum-side-event-on-public-private-inclusive-and-sustainable-knowledge-partnerships/
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